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A view from the hill above the Field Day shows the main tent with the farmer-owned
planters in the foreground, and the cover crop plots to the right behind the parking area

Summer Field Day
A Success

F
uture View Farm in Willow Street,
PA was the perfect setting, and Jeff and
Sue the perfect hosts for the No-Till Alliance’s summer Soil Health field day
on July 27. Attended by nearly 250
farmers and other individuals with an
interest no-till and cover crop practices and other soil health topics, it was
deemed a huge success by organizers
and attendees alike.

A highlight for many was the four
farmer-dominated panels: “Planting
Green,” “Growing Your Own Cover
Crop Seed,” “Why Water Quality Matters,” and “Alternative Summer Forage
Options.” Fast moving, fact-filled and
efficiently facilitated by board member Steve Groff, the discussion provided attendees with a candid analysis of
these timely topics.

The addition of a farmer-owned planter
display proved very popular as farmers
had the opportunity to inspect how they
were set up and talk with the owners
of these planters, which are used on local farms. Equal attention was paid to
a vintage Allis-Chalmers planter, purchased in 1960 (see story on page 3),
proving that one isn’t required to have
the most up-to-date and hi-tech equipment to successfully engage in no-till.
Keynote speaker Steve Berger from
Iowa lent an interesting mid-west perspective to the day with his presentation, “We Always Want Something
Covering the Soil.”
The fact that he farms 2200 acres along
with a substantial swine operation, his
thoughts on the challenges of nutrient
management on a no-till/cover crop
farm were of particular interest to many
with the same type of mixed enterprise
operation.

a variety of growing cover crops, and
board member Leroy Bupp’s always
popular soil health demonstration, were
also provided during the event.
Closing out activities was a visit from
Secretary of Ag Russell Redding and
Karl Brown of the State Conservation
Commission to award the Alliance a
plaque marking the 10th anniversary of
REAP, recognizing the organization for
their support.
“For members of the No-Till Alliance,
no-till is not just a practice, but a passion,” noted Secretary Redding. “You
can see that through the machinery displayed here today, as well as the voices
and knowledge.”
Again, many thanks to host Jeff and
Sue Frey, and the planning committee
chaired by Steve Groff, for a successful summer Field Day. (See Pages 2-3
for photos.)

The opportunity to view and discuss
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Scenes from the Summer Field Day
Keynote speaker Bill Berger visits with board member Bill
Cannon before the start of activities at the Field Day

“….was one of the best field days
I have ever attended.”

(said to staff as an attendee was leaving the event)

“The presentations were all good – great ideas”
(overheard by staff)

Field Day host, Jeff Frey planted and identified a variety
of cover crops for inspection by attendees.

“These guys sure are always trying new things
and different equipment.” (overheard by staff)
“The idea of
planting into
green cover
crops was a
new one to
me…” (over-

At the soil pit, Joel Myers explains
the signs of good soil health to
interested bystanders.

The display of farmer-owned planters created a lot of
interest as the owners discussed them with attendees.

heard by staff)

“ I liked that they talked about their failures as well
as what worked.” (overheard)
2018 Pennsylvania No-Till Alliance Membership Renewal Application
PA No-Till Alliance membership dues are listed below. Please
indicate the type of membership you desire:

Name
Farm Name

Individual membership @ $25/year
Farm membership @ $50/year
Company membership @ $100/year

Address
City			

State

Zip

Email
Phone				Fax
# Acres Farmed		

# Acres in No-Till

# NEW No-Till Acres in 2017

# Acres Cover Cropped

# NEW Acres Cover Cropped in 2017
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Return this form with payment to:
PA No-Till Alliance
2215 Forest Hills Drive, Suite 39 • Harrisburg, PA 17112
Questions? Contact us at (717) 651-5920 or at jhowes@pennag.com.
Please help us serve you better by naming your top three no-till
farming concerns/issues:
1. 						
2. 						
3. 						

2017 PA No-Till
Board of Directors
Front (L-R): Lisa Blazure,
Ryan Graham, Dean James,
Jim Hershey, Jeff Frey,
Leroy Bupp, Bill Cannon
Back (L-R): Lucas Criswell,
Jim Harbach, Steve Groff,
Gordon England, Matt Ulmer
Missing: Alvin Shaffer

A
s you may know, most meetings of the
No-Till Alliance are held via conference

calls in order to save time and expense of
travel. Always well ‘attended,’ they are an
efficient and productive way to keep the
board updated in regards to Alliance activities and look ahead to future events.
However, several times a year the board
does meet for extended ‘in-person’ meetings for more in depth discussions. That
was the case on August 31. The board met,
diving into several important topics. Along
with routine business matters, significant
time was spent on the upcoming membership renewal, recruitment campaigns,

and sponsorship solicitation. Much of this
discussion focused on how to ensure that
members were getting real “value” for their
investment and how to better express appreciation to the sponsors for their valuable
financial support. (Your ideas on these topics are welcome and may be communicated
to any board member or the Alliance staff.)
Other matters discussed during the meeting
were a review of the recent annual field day
(covered elsewhere in this issue) and more
planning for the highly anticipated December 7 event, “Healthy Soils: Building a
Strong Foundation.” Additionally, preliminary ideas for a more effective presence at

Ag Progress Days next August were considered. This concept is still developing,
so watch for more details in future newsletters.
After the formal meeting, members were
joined by Karl Brown and Joel Semke of
the State Conservation Commission, who
led a discussion of how to more effectively incorporate cover crops costs into the
REAP tax credit program.
September, October, and November meetings will revert to conference calls with the
next face-to-face meeting scheduled for
December 14.

hopper for band or in-furrow application. He used Toxaphene when planting
into sod fields and Furadan to control grubs. He says that managing for pests
and weeds is easy now with Bt corn and RoundUp ready crops.
The Myers family early experiments and experience with no-till motivated
his neighbors try it. They borrowed his planter for the first few years and
eventually bought their own planters in the 1970s. One can only imagine the
ripple effect that the Myers family has had on no-till adoption in Lancaster
County.
In July, Frank generously shared his planter and years of experience with
other farmers during the No-Till Alliance summer field day at Jeff Frey’s
farm. Many of the attendees were much younger than this equipment and
the vintage planter drew quite a crowd.
And the 57 year-old equipment is still going strong. Frank planted 60 acres
of corn with it this year and is still making modifications for improvement.
Five years ago, he installed Yetter row cleaners which greatly improved seed
Often times at meetings, we hear farmers say that they have emergence.
been no-tilling since the 1970s. Frank Myers of Pequea Township, Lancaster County has them beat – by a long shot. Frank, Putting a no-till regiment into practice is not capital intensive and doesn’t
a true no-till pioneer, purchased an Alllis Chalmers 600 series require high-tech, sophisticated machinery. There is a wide range of no-till
4-row no-till planter from L.H. Brubaker in 1960 for about equipment available, each suited for different field conditions and manag$2500. When asked what motivated his family to switch to no- ment styles.
till he explained that their farm had shallow, erodible soils and
He says he’s “still learning something new every year.” Frank has also emthey needed to control erosion.
braced the value of cover crops and firmly believes that “the use of cover
“No-tilling is a lot easier now then it was back then,” says crops and no-till gives the best yields.”
Frank. In the 1960s, they only had Atrizine and Paraquat
for weed control. Early no-till planting required a good pre- The No-Till Alliance is grateful to Frank for his pioneering vision and all his
emerge and post-emerge chemical program because a rescue years of promoting no-till from the grassroots level.
cultivation was no longer an option. Insect damage was also
a problem. The 600 series planter has a granular insecticide (Written by Lisa Blazure, PA No-Till Alliance Board Member)

No-Till for Over 50 Years
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Pennsylvania No-Till Alliance
2215 Forest Hills Dr, Suite 39
Harrisburg, PA 17112
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Pennsylvania No--Till Alliance
Our Vision:: Using no-till systems to improve our soil quality, productivity and profitability for future generations.
Our Mission:: To promote the successful application of no-till through shared ideas, experiences, education and new technology.

Thank You To Our 2017 Sponsors
Gold Sponsors
Gro-Mor Plant Food Co.
Stroud Water Research Center
Silver Sponsors
Pioneer Hi-Bred Int’l
MM Weaver and Sons
AgChoice/MidAtlantic Farm Credit
Bronze Sponsors
Univest Bank
Melvin R. Weaver Crop Protection
Team Ag
Red Barn Consulting
Dawn Biologic
Fulton Bank
West Central Equipment

Upcoming Events

October 17-18 Mid-Atlantic Soil Health Conference
The Mid-Atlantic Soil Health Conference is designed to provide both farmers and agency staff an opportunity to interact
and network regarding the challenges and opportunities they
are facing in terms of soil health on crop and pasture fields in
the Mid-Atlantic region. Contact Joe Kraft at 717-237-2207
with questions or for additional information.

November 8-9 First Annual Cover Crops Meeting

Join the Northeast Cover Crops Council on November 8-9 for
the First Annual Cover Crops Meeting, to be held at Cornell
University. The event is open to farmers, ag professionals,
and other interested communities.

December 7 Soil Health & Water Quality Program

Mark your calendars now for an all-day Soil Health and Water
Quality Program. We are excited to welcome Mr. Gail Fuller
from Emporia, Kansas as keynote speaker for the event. Join
us on Thursday, December 7 from 8:45 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
Shady Maple Banquet Center, East Earl, Pennsylvania.

January 6-13 Pennsylvania Farm Show

Pennsylvania No-Till Alliance • 2215 Forest Hills Drive, Suite 39 • Harrisburg, PA 17112

